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MERCER : I consider it very fortunate that it has escaped
in the tumults of these unhappy times.

SINDHIA : May the gods preserve it always! There is
no city more dear to every patriotic Hindu. It is not your
capital only, Rana, it is the holy city of every one of us.
It surely will be strange if we cannot compose our dif-
ferences here, in the shadow of the Great God's shrine.
We have met, with out hearts filled with friendly thoughts.
We are all brothers here, and we must be careful not to
dishonour this sacred place by any bitter feelings or words.
Rana Bhim Singh, we are all troubled about the condition
of Mewar. Mewar's greatest need is peace.

[AMBAJI and MAN SINGH nod gravely.

BHIM SINGH : The Great God knows that that is true.

SINDHIA (persuasively): Then come, how can we
restore peace to Mewar? Let us see if we cannot find
a way.

SARUP SINGH : Very easily. Let your army and those
of your infernal allies go. Then our land can recover.
This is not Maharastra, but Mewar. That city yonder
(pointing in the direction of Udaipur) is not Poona, but
Udaipun What are Mahrattas doing at Eklinga?

SINDHIA (disconcerted): As you say, this is not Maha-
rastra. We came here to protect the Rana from Jagat
Singh's designs.

BHIM SINGH (with dignity): He had no designs but such
as I had sanctioned. He came to be betrothed to my
daughter,

SARUP SINGH: You have protected us as the wolf
protects the deer. Our land has only her bones left.
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